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The Britlsh Boomerang Socicty Journal

PROPOSAL FOR
DESIGN SI?TN-
DARDS COVERING
COMPETITTON
BOOMERANG,S..
(Article lifted from WBA literuure)

At p*t of tlu WDA'I eforts to become a registered
body with tlw General Assembly of Interwtional
Sports liederaion, tle Wortd Boomerang ,4stocia-
tion is attempting to set out a formula which would
enable tlw definition of a boomcrang.

fhey- _rccept tlnt this would re$rict designs
mtailable for we in competitian and prohibit tlu tlr'e
of some altogetlwr.

Tlw principal reasotts given for thb course o!
action are:

a) MEDIA I SPECTATOR: It is tlwught tlnt most
wn-participants ltmte a fairly simple perception ot
wlnt, a boomerang is (and tle proposals 

-seem 
io

pander to this rather than attempt to alter publb
perception. Ed.)

-b) TRICK CATCIIING: Wilh some of tlu tuw rryle
boomcrangs itt use, it is plain tlui this event is
becomhg less challenging.

To compercue for thit, three areas lnve been
suggested to make catching more d{ficult:

.il 4" existtng catchcs more dfficult, (6 cuchcs)
il o4d some lnrder catches to thi eyent, ( catchci)
iii) Restrict tlw shape of the boomcrang io reduce
catching aids or flight hnbit.

-T'he_ lnndicap of solutions il &. ii) lbs in ttu
development of tle event to t*trnamgeable propor-
tions and it's irurccessability to new-throwers.'Ihis
Ieattes rclution iii) as tlu most likely route. By wing
tle -sug,gested formula, it is felt that argwneit aboit
r1tulttple arftls, centre loles, internal sltapes &.tc can
be elimhuted. At tlw sarne time, tlu ini-oduction oJ
a *andwd ftrcaflt that we are coming hto litu with
all .recogniz-ed sports which define-tlu equipmcnt
*Irlh may be wed in participu:ion. (It moj also be
ol benefrt to u.t flt a date in rhe future at and wlen
we makc a struttwed approrch to tlu Sports

Council in this Courury-Ed.) Initially it is intended
tlmt tlv formula slnuld cover T'rick Catching, Aussie
Routtd arul Doubling. Dy leaving ftut crtch,
endurance (and MTA? - tnt mentioned in WIIA
documBnt. Ed.) unresticted, this will allow individu-
ality bw tle position would be reviewed il it was felt
tlwt desigw were becoming too dnngerous or
radical. PLEASE RIIMI|MDILR,'I'IilS IS ONLY A
PROPOSAL !!

PROPOSED BOOMERANG DESIGN RULF:S FOR
WORID BOOMERANG ASSOCIAT'ION COMPET'r.
TION.

Rules Outlirc. Thc rules are based on simple
criteria, which slnuld allow a quick arul easy tesi oJ
any boomcrang design. (fhc proposal wru drt{ted
not to dfine wlwt a boomerang is, bw rathei to
restrict what it might become.) Fig,l ilnws a
conventiot4l boomerang with both wingtips resting
on a baseline.

I

, t 'T

PoinTs o f  Confac l

Tlw perpendicular distance (A) from thc llase Lirw
to the highest point on thc iruur curve (point B) b
mcasured. Arcs of radiw 60% of this distatre(0.6A)
are drawn, one centred on B and two tnre cenlred
where the arms cont(nt tlu Base Line. In orderfor a
boomerang to be 'legal', it is proposed that it
slnuld contorm to tlu following rilei: i) Tlw outer
slwpe of tle boomerang elbow, or any extensiotrs
milst lit within thc arc centred on point B. iil T'lE
wing ends moy e*end past the point of contact with
the Brue Line but mast remnin within tlv arcs
centred on these points of contact. iii) Tltc internal
sfurye of tlre boornerang rutst allow a 20 degree
wedge to extend from point B to tlu Dase Line
witlwut totrching tlw boomcrang.

lomc -examgles are given below as illustratiow o!
Irow tlus rules may be applied.

{ lmve little doubt tlnt thb will provokc some
reaction. It would be helpful if yu would forwrvd

/ r r19r: ' r ! : r r : r
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yortr ideas on this subject to mc or send tlwm direct
io: Iloger Perry, Tlrc World lJoorrcrtug Astocirtion,
155 Freerumtle Road, Gosnelb, WA 6110, AUST'R'
ALIA. It would be quite iwtructive if we were to

hpw which of your own collectinw would fall
outside tlw.se {uidelines. Any triangulat or circulw
design would-clearly be out ac would, I imaginc, a
nurnber of perfectly lurrctional rwvelty designs.
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COMPETITION RULES:
Wlile t recognize tfut tlu bulk of tle Society msy

well be au fait with thc rules in variow competi-
tions, I am not ard I om sure there are a number ot
other new members similarly at sea and this wiit
serve for tlwse wln have yet to join a,y pre-
retrospective back irsuct! Accordingly, I propote to
include somc owtilas of approximatefy what is
expected as laid down by tlv WBA (Boomerang
NOT Boxing) in thc ns6 few bsucs.

I ant assured thnt the rules which will be given in
the subsequent editiont of our journul dre tlnre to
be interpreted / bert by tournantent erganizery os
they see fir and are not to be applied rigid$.

A nunber of boomerang termt are.tued throughout
tla piece which the WBA have deemed worthy oJ
d{inition:

Requirements: For each catch to be counted: Throw
from inside the bull's eye witlt a minimwn rrurye oJ
20m, a legal catch mut be made for each rowtd:
\fter Sth round the bulfs ele milst be touclwd to
rtop timers. Last throw mtst be made within 60s oJ
relearc of )st tlvow. Onty oru boomerang rnay be
used throughout the went.

Scoring: Each tlvower in a tearn is scored indivi-
duully. Timing is from Ist release to Sth catch or
corrtoct witlt bull after this. If 5 cuclus cye not
made in the round, tlu score is the nunber oJ
catclus, 5 cach rcores rar* above tw.-of-catclus-
mnde scores. Tlu official score is thc best of the
rcores obtained in the two rowd.t

Team Score: Total scores of participating 'tearn

members; Iowest is best. Equivalent times mtut be
used if 5 cuclus are twt rnade before tlw cutoff, or
if a tfuower does rnt complete. Equivalent times
ore: 4 catchcslS5 seconds, 3lII0, 21160, 11310,
0t600.

i) Boomcrang - Nunber of arrw urvestricted. T9 be. Tfu rowd cowists of; 5 catclus, or the nwber ola boomerang a stick must return at a res.ult..oJ ,ii"tni that ctre marii within 60 secotrrh ij ttn loitgyroscopic precession cawed fi ryyrnntric lift. tlviw. If S cuclws it ,r*a", tne o.pcit"rii"rr-yf!t" trlt is created eu a.result of g thrqry tlnt-giies O" iir" tlwn 60 seconds. Two rounds ore contested.the object rotatiott utd linear motion. Otlur charac-
teristics: Holes: maxirutrn diarneter l3mm. Slots:
mnximum wtulrh Brun - any length. Fbp;;,-;h"; :::t:.::!' 

May rw! start.within.S.minwesfrom tlu
fluttenecl moj twt overlap eithcr oast.-iah"i'ii, tlyowlis wtycore! rowd..official score.may n?t be'nothing 

ati6netd ;iiri';ii'i; iiiii 
'riiiriie:. 

l?!: :!* tp gtapsed titnc at.ttw time of the
Marcrkl; . *ryting wn-^"toilit - tr*t"t- ,r*i'"iri iruerferetrce in the wtcored round.
embedded or taped on but msy not have exfioscd
slurp edges). Otlwr: rn launching, propulsion or Ofricitls: Judge, scorekzeper" 4 range stewards, 3
cl\ching aids may be incorporued. ii) I*gal throw - timers - we lap timers on stopwatclws. Timcrc ma!
Tlrow of a boomerang from insi^de the bill'i ele or be competitors. tf a tlvower wants to cltange
other designated area tlut satisftet any iange boomcrangs, tlw.one being replaced or a substantial
requirements of the event. iii) I*gal catch - thc uct part of it mut be returrwd to thc bull's eye by tltc
of stopping and obtaining full control of a flying competitor before ury more catches can be counted.
boomcnmg after a legal tbow provided the boo-
merang.has ngt torclrc( tle Vround.during fn" flEty. Details of ttu tfuowing area are given on tle next
or catc.h and providc| ,ry,range is sufficient. Full slwet aid in fiie 1oji"i tn* "wiU 

be the area
control must be obtained Q@u tle hbomcrcng.is refcrredto*lin"rrrTtigi
allowed to touch the ground. T'he boomzrang rury be
trapped agaiy,rl tlw thrower gn.aly cuch for whryh Aussie Rounda clean catc,h is rwt ryecified. A boomerang muy be'popped' or 'bobbled' but ma$ twt be allowed to
touch ,the ground. furythtry that protrudes beyorul Tearn Relay

1fu plane of thc top or bouom surfaces of thc
b_oomerang, trury not be used to usisi in cuihing. MTA 1,00 | S0
Hole,c - wltztlnr open or closed - nay also rct 6e
ustd to assist cuching. There are a voriety of o.ther TrickCuchtgrm.r but th"e majority of tlrcse are pretty straight-
lbrwurd so I'll rutt botlrcr witlt thcm. 

- 

Endurance

F'AST CATCH' 'l'ime to mnke 5 catches - lowest
time i,y best. Iiutcatch & Accuracy.

pagc five



The Brltlslt Boomerang Soclety Journul

AUSTRALIAN ROUND

iltrp,
0

Accurocy c ircles:
shorn in 0etoil belos

50 m Clrde u6od h I{TA[0

2 ard 20 npter &&s ussd h
Trh,k Cstding, trd.rancs and Fast Catdt

I ud 30 m cides
rnod h Tsan RdaY

Detail
Accuracy circles

h ,a;N6 pt
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,DITIONAL
,NFOR//}'IATION

LATING TO
OOMERANG
ESIGNS".

as a swon performhg high speed pirowttes on tlp
wat in to rylashdown. For all nE rwises abow thit
boonwrstg, it is eary to throw, p*forms well od
doet look impresilve htlight.

*CONSTUWION bt SEdil SLADE (p.10).
Moerial: Smn Fimbh Birch 10-pty. Spot:250rnn I
10" . Macs: 38g I l5oz, Rwtge: 30m | 33ydt. Scale
1M%. Ecorcmical on wood od very eas! to form.
Quite a strong design and very tolerott of poor
throwing. Despite in limited span, it's not diffrcult
to get it spinnhg well ercugh to lry easity. The
bonw of limited span n tlw the tps h,we
iwt$nict orgulo velocity n do nnrch dorwge on
catching. Thi,, ir jwt ar well ilnce thi.t pa.ticulo
boomerang b not ircliwd to spend nuch of itt' time
lwverhry, ratlrer more it cornes h at a civilized
speed with more tlwt a suggestion of a hover - but
onty jwt. It is rearcnabty well beluved h moderote
wittds. It stuted life at a 6.4tnn S-ply oimal od
slwuld youfeel fuIirud to work it this way, eryand
the dc$gn by 120%. In this form it does have-a bit
rrune r@We, perhrys 10-20%.

* NDOOR BOOMERAIIO by IORG SCHLEGEL
(p.8). Courtesy of Bwterung WeE, 1191. Muerial:
Snm Fiwi,ch Birch l0-pty. Rmge: 40m (a big
hdoors). Span: 252mm. Mans: 469. Scale: 71%.
This is rrot o, ecu, orv to work on tle baide of tlv
elbow and il mde ac per the diagron lus ratlur
shnp trailing edges. Itflics well utdfbat tp easity
st tlre end, which with it's small span malrei for an
eary catch. Ar for tln fudsor elerncnt h it't ttottc,
fm not a all sr.re. It^s rutge is quite a handy 20m
which represents a distaie coiaiderabty {reuer
thot anywhere downstairs in my louse even if I
battered the walls ottt.

*SCIIWANRANG to designer ascribed (p.9)-
Courasy of Bwncmng WeIt, Nl9I. Material: 

-Snttn

Firnri.sh Birch 10-pg. Rutge: 25m+. Spot 285mm
(fuspite dvice on origitul dig. which recomtnendcd
a -sp(m of 235mm thc suggested eryatuion of I4I%
of tltc diagr*n. gave this ItS*i. Tlu iesultant
285mm boomerang ,J both elegant and workr
quf-ecttt well). Mass: 77g. Scale: 7l{o works fuu. I
had-to we a fair bit ef grcsswork with tle ihapes
and eftent of wdercw on this otu, lilccwise 

-the

efient,,of tlw recesses on tlu undcrsurfrce. While
possib$ trot slrdtb in rccorfunce with-tle oricitul
plan, -I give rry wn intepraation lure plw 

-wtnt

weful _ir{omation wat irclufud on tlu original
plan. Tlure wos a wggestion on tle origitul-plut
thflt tlrc boomerang in some way belaies lii,c a
swan wlen comhg in for tlu catch. Eitlwr ftry €les
& sences (re even lew eficiznt thon I cuireitty
lglicve or tle dcsigrcr ias pwlud poaictartistic
lbewe qbitf-ar - ll*p" tE is'r{erring to tlufligttt
pdh rdher tlr&t thc possibility of srcfr a tugi fira

FLIGHT TESTED
tPont lfittlgn-lt{Gt

)
jalftttltrc, carry a complete range of boomerangs.
from beginners to competit ion.
Polyprop Carbon Fibre & Nieht Glow Modelsl!

So le  U.K.  Agents  fo r :

x  UFO SAt l  (The S i lver  Sp in lng  K i te  as
manufac tured  by  Ford  Ha lcyon)

I  H l  fOX Boomerangs

r  DELTA Bumerang
(sor ry  about  the  name)

,Po lys ty rene 
P lane

Blue  Star  rangs
World compet i t ion standard Boomerangs
hand-craf ted by Volker Behrens

'  Promo Video avai lable

Also rveileb.lc

Thc Bririrh cdilion ol -Tlu 
innrrrrvrry toot -

For fur ther detai ls .  p lease send s.a.e to:
F l i g h t l l n e ,  W a t t o n ,  N o r f o l k  l P 2 5  6 [ L
T e l e p n o n e  ( 0 9 5 1 ) B B I 9 O O
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A bng distance event i,s to be fuA d IAIINION in
Brittany, in North-West France on June 20th-2lst
1992. ,Iean-Luc Herour is organizing tlu competi-
tion and it will be lvld on (m aWA so prwiding
bags of space. Iean-Luc rurrs a Youth Hostel and
Iras gencrow$ ofiered to rccomodate tbowers free
of clurge. Both Mblul Dgayud (II0.Ihw) ard
Rewrd Breton (I15.Nm) will be tlure. furyorc
interested ilwuld contact ,Ieorluc an eo$ as
possible a: Club L'Albaross, Afrerge & Jewtesse
"les Korigatw", 22300 Lannion. FMNCE. Tel.
96-37-91-28.

SIIRHITSBURY:,,TITE BRTTISH BOOMERAI{G
COIIPETITION' it to be held u Sundonu Playing
FizldE, Harlescott, Slvewsbury, SALOP. on thi 4th
& 5th of luly 1992. Competinrs are required to
register from 0930h, tlrc ftrst cmtpetitbn strting t
1030h PROMPT !! Arthur Newton is organizing this
and can be cortrcted on 0953-883-W0. Even* will
inclu&: Long Dittorce, Enduratrce, MTA, Accurrcy,
Trick Cuch, Fast Catch and Autsie rowrd. Entry
fees are f1.00 pcr eventlt3.Oo per dq or f5.00 for
tle weekcndlsenior citizerc, full tinrc studens fud
ctnlotv on State Bercftt can claim free entr!.
Protective gco it reccomendcd for tlnse eventf
preseftW any risk of injury - tlu organizers won't
be lpld liabb for ary mi,sringlnalfr.rotional bits a
tlu end of tlu weel<cnd. Tlu rules ryplbd will be tlu
British btterpretation of the WBA rubs and a finl
cory can be obtahcd from Arthw E Mary Newton
u Flighlline, Watton, NORFOLK IP25 6EL. Cam-
pins is ovailable at a pabrT fr.00 per niglt (thc site
b open from midday Fridoy to midday Mondoy).
Brea$osu g/00h-0900h) available @ {3.00 ea. but
MUST be prebookcd vb Tony Slater on 0743-
235-M8, or write to him d 128 Meadow Fsm
Drive, Ilarlescott, SlvewrburT, SALOP SYI 4JY.
,4nyonc rnedhg fruthcr tt{o. &out tuch ntdters as
B&8, rnops, details &.tc. can contcrct Tony at the
above nnmber. Trders ore welcome at tlw very
rearcnable rate of f,5.00 per day or fI0.M for tlu
weekend. Tlere seenut to be a suggestion tlnt on
Saturday evenhg Fligdine will be wn'ing drkl$
tlwt may well mokc boomerangs spin witlwut the
t*cessity of plrysical excrtion. Activities luve been
proposed to follow thb excrcise which slnuld aid
the utcobblW of tle brain but could replace it wilh
nurch cobbling of thu lirnbt......tlu expretsion com-
atose lu,r tn bearing on the grooming af tlu digits
at tlw distntrt end of tlv feet.

TTIE AI.GEMENE BOEMERAT,IG ORGAT,TISATTON
OF HOLIAND will be lolding tluir WHITSUN
TOURNNIENT OF 1992 on tle 6th, 7th &. &th ol
Itou t Arnstetveen (4hn Sowh of Anstndon). Ttu
fee for tlu tournament, Satwday meal and Suda,
bubequc il Fl 65,- (&out nl, { I understand the
erclwtge roes h tlu pryer proper$, whbh Ente
tlw Guil&r exchanging d fuut 320 to the f, - fm
not Eure wlnt a Fl it.). As fs or ilceping
anafgerftsnts go, there is a scout lwwe but prwi&
lor.r own ileeping bag and rnotress. Tlrit addi-
tbnally llr;n an equipped kitchan atd a fridge. Cost
is Fl 6,- a doy. Il catflpitrg b prefened, sort thi,r oa
yowself. Call (Holland) 020 641 6868 for help in
this directbn. If aryoru b tterested h this amtt
Sean Slde lw tle program of etcna, entrT fortns
and mrys of tlw localiry whichwill be rert on to tou
on rcqrpsL Eoly registation ud paynunt (h
Guildcrs if possible) to tlre tournorunt organizzrs
would be mrch appreciated.

TIIE SHEFFIELD FffiWAL: We hne u7 oppor-
trurity to give a ditp@ at this festival on Sowfuy
19th IuIy. Pr"t of the festival is given over to an
"air displcr" which is wlure we could cotnc in. Tlu
organizerr lne abedy slnwn their willingness to
accomodate us by clwnging tlu date from tlw of tlu
Slvewsbury weekend. Sprce lus been rde ani-
l&le for tr&rs and accomodaion llan aho been
ofered, Tlu more menbers tlut can become
irwotwd tlu better md tlrc nwre fwt. lf hterested
pleose cont(rct eitlvr Mr A, Chcster at 2 Rwhley
Road, Dore, SHEFFIELD 517 3EI. (Sloflicld 360
215), or Sean Slde at I BerkekT Avente, Mapper-
ley Park, NOTTINGHNI NG3 iBU. (0602 &4
eez).

KI|E WENIE: Courtery of IC kitet (0&4 AJ 374)
cotrus tlu news of Great Yormowh Berch Festival
on 14th Jwp, Hollowell Steam rally, Nortlunts on
tltc 4th &. sth oI IuIl, Thc Hot Air Balloon festival
on Nortltanpton Rrcecourse on tlp 14th-16th oJ
Augrut otd tlu Awwrn Kite festival 6 OA Wsdcn
Aerodrorne, B ig g leswadc, Northants.

Sornething aboa which I hne little i$ornution is
tlu INTERNATIONAL GNIE| OF PREHISTONC
WEAPONS, (&th to thc 10th of Jutu), rus Bscc-
brc. I gleatad this ir{omation from tlu Dwch
nugu,ine, Boenurung ryort. If aryorc b interes-
ted,I can provide a contrct.
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THE ORIGINS OF
THE BBS - by lohn
f ordan
Wlwn Sem recentty took over ruming tlu BBS ftom
nc he trcntbned tha, since tln club ha,s now been
in abtence tor over 12 yers, quite a few new
members might tpt be aware of ltow it all ststed.
Could I wriu something please?

Well, to begin at tlv begiming. I percotutb firrt
became interested in boom*angs via kite fbing.
Although td botght Miclncl Hc aton's e6g$ul
linlc boonerang book in 1974, it wasn't wxil I
axended a kite festival a longleu tlnt I decided to
combhe tln hobbics af boomerang md kite making.
AA tha wac in 1976 I thir*. As sone wiII recall, tlte
Penguln Book of Xttos was fvst pblislud in tlnt
yer atd Peter Powell kites were jwt begiming to
be sold everywlvre. Tlw kite meetings at 

-Old

Wodcn Aerodrome, BeSordshbe, were also sto-
ting. Truty laod, doys for kite tlicrs!

Ntlough I contittued to male edJA kites, I started
to bcottu eqwlty ohressive abow bootnerangs. I
tried to dircover more about thcm, but foutrd it
diftcult,Little seerned to be written and rcthing wan
avail&le h the slops - as far as I could fiind. At
tlut titrv I stbscribed to tlu Atnerican tnagazine
Ktb Ll,rus and in that I rcr+' someorre callid Ben
Ruhe was advenbiag boornerangs. I hanediatety
wrote to him for infornatinn and he kindty replicd
ssyitrg tlu in England tlere wu already a very
bwvledgeable tlrower. Guess wln? Notu othcr
than Herb Smith

Now I caat't remenber exrct$ wlnn I first Nryote to
Herb, btd bt 1979 I was realty getting keen sd
towardt the end of tlu yet I tlnught we ought to
have sonu rcrt of baotnerang chb in Britain.
Hotuever, I watn't sure { tlw Socioty for tlu
Ptotnfron snd Avotdorrae of Boonuronp was still
in existence. So I |rttote to tle fowfur, Dr Brennig
Jantcs, who told me it wasn't dead bu in hibern-
ation. (Presutneb il still is). Anyway, I wasn't too
kcen on tlp 'Avoidatne' ptt. Hwu can lou c6ch a
bootnerang { you avoid it? However,. before we
smile too ttuch un must remember that boomerangs
were generally vcry natch larger tlun and cotiid
realb break botes. Infrct, Dr James tricd a sort oJ
wire cage in which le could take cover $er
throwing hb luwt ftbreglau baomerangs. Aioi-
furce was &finbely most prudent.

Wluretyere we wirt thc new boonurang club? Well,

fvst of all, wlut shovW it be called? For obvioru
reororrs, it iwt couldn't be called the British
Boomerang Cbb. So I decidcd'Socicty' twuJd have
to be wed inttead of 'Club". I ha&ft tlu cot{idence
(or eryerierce) to produce a ncwsletter, to over tlo
Christruas lrottulsJ 1979 I cortrcted Bill md Rerc
Souten wlw'd fowded ilE MAn&d Kite Fliers. Ttuy
agreed to lwlp with tLo prodrction of tlv BBS
ruwsletter if I prwided tlw ntaterial. I wou.ld lile it
to be bnwn tha we owe a ver! great deal to Bill
and Rena. I assure lou tlrat wbhout their hclp the
BBS would never lwtte been started. Certainly wt by
me. For at bast a lear tluy lulped ne prcdrce tlu
fvst BBS nntsletters and tlese were distibued to
MKF menbers as well. Bilt Souen also desigtud tlu
BBS logo.

In 19791& quite a lot wa;s hrypening in tle
boomerang world, Dutch, Genast md French clubs
had all been started atd the BBS got going at well.
Quite by clwwe I bwped into leln Wray in tle
Kite Store in tr o,ndon. Otu result of tfw naetfuW was
thd I utendcd oru of tlu very populu
worhdwps luld a tlw Horninnn Mweutn, Fore$
Hill. Perhaps I otqltt to nutrtion tlut Jola had been
interested in Bs for some time d wveral workc-
lops ,td aheab been luld st tlu mtaeutn - tlvy
are tpt'rBS' workslwps.

Ifowever, I feel it important to saf lwre tha Tlw
Horniman' har playd a luge p&t in tlu hbtory oJ
tlw BBS. And it still does" I think Dr Eliz&eth
Goodluw mut hwe pulled afew srhgs sonlewlwre
as tle mrteu,rn hos becottu a sort of utrotrcial
tnceting place for thc BBS. At rnost rnembers will
lefrw, erch year fuomerang workslops se rrill luld
tlwre in April ed October and several 8BS
members fvst lvard 

"f 
th" BBS via tlase Saturday

workslwps. ffu dsl $ter tlw worPslwps, competi-
tiotu were held in eitler Dulwich or Belab Pok.
Sorne of thc conpetbions were very popular, but
recently a decision was nnde to discontinue tlp
competitiotu &r so few throwers anended. Tlrc
weatlwr, too, wos freqwnt$ utuuitable. fud with
weather in mind, many tlw*r must go to Elizabeth
wlw always lept the scores. How ilv suntived tlu
often bitterty cold conditiont I'll wver lnoh'.

Tlwugh it's tnt very futeresting to rehte, about all
I can say ir tlre BBS pottered along in tla following
,ears. I sotnctinrzt used to bemost tlw frct thd tlv
membership was low with, I thb*, a noxlmum ot
&oittt 120. Strangely, it di&t't seem to rnater il
boomerangs were slwwn on TV, or orticles appewd
in tle papers etc. thc total ruanber af tnembers never
signifnantty hcreaced. In I9&7 Petny and Gordon
Sluttleurorth rst tlu elub utd tlwy also prodrced
thc nswsbtters h 1988. But no ttutter lww we tricd.
tnw of w could atact more tnembers.
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Now some moy wondcr wlry I thought a lorger
mcmbership important. It wann't just nnney!
Tlnugh naturally with rnore money in tlu kitty we
would harc been able to fu more for memberr. No,
a major problem with a small clfr is fitldt rg etough
intere*ing and origilnl nuterial for tlu ttsn'ilenert.
It turned out to be efirernetX difrcult as tlere were
so few members to contribute. Tllr,fs why we
eventualty issued to BBS members Many HapW
Returns and tle Ted Bailey's Boomercng Jownal.
Both of tluse tuwsletters originate in tle ASA and
fm very grateful indeedfor tlw cooperatbn given to
ry by tiu folk over tlwre. You could even sol thsl
kcpt tle cl6 going.

Also relevant to otr hbtory i,r tlnt tlvouglnu thc
life of tlv BBS we've always been on good terms
with tlu variow kite cl6s atd on many rccasbw
BBS members lwve given demowtrdiotts at kite
festivals. Somctimes, for example d Dwtbar, York
and SowlunEton, we were &lc to hold 'proper'
boomerang tournametts as well. Tlu Shtcwsbwy
Intenuttotnl remnins anotler excellent exatnple ot
this.

Tlut brings us to the preent time (199112). ld been
running tlu club for tnost of iu 12-yet history and
I genuirc$ felt tlat a taw, lven (yomger!)
organiser wos needcd to run tlu club and lwpefully
start a revival, Tlere are rigw too tlut tlv fortwus
of ttte club nwy well be &out to imprwe. So wlun
Sean Slade agreed to takc wer from me I was
deliglted. While we murt all support Sean, lm
lwpeful tlut through hit associatioi with sclnob a
new group of lceen loungsters will nentully be
frle to play @7 rctive port and lrcep tlu BBS well on
tlu rnap.

it seems lrffdll neceisar! for me to ss! but on
\tl-lf oJ all tlw members past, preseft and Juture,
fd likc to thank Joln for hb gorts h rcting up
qtd nwintaining this organization. IIe's obviowb
put a lwge arnowt of tirne and efort into tlw Society
and had lu rwt, it rnay well hmte been tlu case that
tle UK could still be fr@m7 and not h.arc nnde a
cgntral$ based Sort (u most otlur civilized (by
definitbn) countrics lwve done. There mst haie
been timcs wlwn it l,sdb seemed worthnthile, yet lu
ttuck to it. Likcwbe thcre will lwve been erwnnou:t
r_eyvar$t, I lnpe tlut witlww tln encwrbrqre of thc
IIBS he can nofi, devote more of his tittu to
boorneranging and yuking ttw mosiof ttu frimfu-
hips tlut lrc lws developed through his 

-time 
in

charge.

TTTE WAY N{EAD?

Joln Jordan and otlwrs luve suggested tlu it
would be to our advantage if we could bnrease our
numberc.I agree.

Tlu rolwr dfuub qwstion thd thit pws before
tu, is just lww to rchiet)e this. I cotuider tlu nuh
problem to be eqoswe. If people don't lotow abow
thc sport, we ccm never recruit tlem. If people do
lcnow abou tlu sport, they hne d$ficulry intinding
ftnlvr i$omntion and ptrt of this problem
irchfus locating its' tociety.

Most rports tend to be rccial in nature, ret dre to
our limited nuntbers we cawrct ofer this aspect to
potential members. Wlry slouW upawbn be oJ
bercfit? In tlu first plue it would rnakc ny je
easier by gercrting both tlu rced for md tlw
sowce of more material bu an'ay from m, pureb
sefwh tueds, it would providc a greater orcun oJ
more appropriote$ targeted nraerial for numbers.
Secondly, it would facilitate tlw ettablitlnunt oJ
local boomerang groups. Tlrird|, it wonld itrrease
thc skill lanb and of ittdividwls"
Fourthly, it would dccrease tlv cott of and at tlrc
sqtu time iturearc tlu valuc of ttumbership.

So, wlnt i,s the way fottttd? I belbve tlnt
inclwion in the Tlpmson Local it a good ftrtt mue
in thd it gives both individwb ed Public Libraries
a $ource to rcce',.

I think our ne;Et rnove, which rnay be tonv ws!
alvad let but for all tln should still be cuetulty
tlwught af, b ofrcial recognitbn. I hm,e received a
set of criterb applicd by tlu Sports Courrcil which
tlwy we to ansess tle worthines of a$l nen, sport
applying for regbtration. In return for regi.rtraion
the Sports Couttcil is in tlv positbn to prornote and
possib$ prwide financial acsistar lr,e to tlw slnrt.

Recognition by tlu Spors Courcil i.s a two stage
process: i) thc recognitbn of tlv ACTIWW &. ii)
tlu recognition of an organizatbn as tlu gwernhg
body for tlnt activity. Having $udied tle fonw
prwided by tlu Sporn Council, I do not think tl6
boomeranging as &t rctivity will hm'e ury signifi-
cant problems in becoming adopted. All I cot iealty
se? os a blip is thc requcst that a coachhgl
edrcuion sclume be in placelsvailablc. Beyond tliis
is the recognitbn of a Governing Body, wlp oe
respotuible for tlu rulebook, iu rypliction, mem-
bership, frrurce and w on. In orfur to rchieve this
it seems thd a corunittee needs to be in plrce with
elected oftcers.

At tlp monnnt I do rct thit* we have enough
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NOTICEBOARW
Several people hne been in torchwith
enguiries &o* avbtion - pb. It realty i's
artoundingly eryensive st$, naking tlw
purclute of a furyIe iluet (50" x 50")
inrpossblc for all but tlw very 6lusnt.
Specftc thicP,.toeses nuntbned lwve been 4nun
and Smn. lf enough pcople ue futerested, it
would be worth splining a sheet of tttc st$:.
As a rough guide,I would erpect to cut about
50 boomerangt from a ilpet of thit size,
altlwtgh if tlu patterns were non-stanfurd,
novelty type $orts, tlu prob&le nmtber of
boomerangt could be quite signifrcant$
reduced.

ki'rr^) uSlvrP, I ca.,'-
' )

shzert's ol Perxsl"r'" 
"

v"{3 dfl?-i /

If attyorc han eitler &ilgw for or owns a
biltriplarc &sign and would be willing to
shoe it, I would be very grateful to receive
srch plans.

members to support this la'nd of thing bw zf ar md
whcn numbers brrease s$icizntty, I think it
brportant tlut we move fant and lmte considered
wlut is rceded in dvance. If anyorc k irxerested in
tlw ntaerial I hue frorn tlw Sporu Cou,rcil please
get in touchfor a copy. Any contributbns or dvice
will be tnott welcomc at would &ryone with a
contrct on tlair bcal Sports Cowril wlw miglt be
in a positbn to ofer sornc friendty advbe.

I propose 8o rcculrrulue efile of &signs that
m,embers twy wish to rccess for persotul we.
In ordzr lor this to t&e on sorne sort af
nteaningful shape md size k would be
rweessary for *wst af tlw numbership to
couribute dcsign(s) of tluir own. As ard
when members do cotribute, i.t would be
hepful if tlvfollowing detaib eould be
stryplicd: l. Scale 2. Spon 3.
Mderial 4trtass 5. Thialqess 6.
Range 7. (poss.) Event{s). Aruled liw
af speci{wd tength is aho very weful. TIw
eo,;siest w$y to give pl*rs is a direct plwtocopy
af both tap md wdcrsides. T'le irth*bn of
uzy srwgsltriefu to be wacludforlwcd dvrircg
cottstrtlction could also be irclufud ta fsve
t*re and lessen frwtuion. I think tkis vwuld
be an awful$ esefutfrcility especial$for wsw
mernbers. Cou,rtesy of tlw Gerrnu rnagazines
(prirtarity) wtd tlw Swedish, I lmte about 25
fusigrtr at present.
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ODDS & SODS:
(Ed.'s bit).

In an fiort to stot a boomcrang and kite clfr
which will satisfy tltc weds of tle children I terch, I
prod&d out a begging letter to a number of fm?s
wtto I thought hd nttch too tttuch ttloney. I tuut
luve a luge sln$ of return lctters which dtempt to
cotwince me thd I was crazy to even begin to think I
might g* frtnding - long on sympthy, $trcerity and
titne spent to reply but equal$ slort in the quids
dcpartrcent. Tlut said, there have been oru or heo
royr of tutrhiru qtd between the MAfurd Bank, tltc
Nottingtwtt Building Society md British Gat (pos-
sibly Britbh Telecom, tlwugh I'm a little unceitain
of thcir fuuetiotts st present) lm souttd tln fr00
mark bw I attt still optimistb of raistng uutlwr
{4M or so. At least I hoe a good start behhd nu.
If anyorc else is thb*ing of trying a similar thing, I
would strong$ recomnend trying the local firms
first. Most fab sized businesrcs seem to luve fwds
alloeued on a local basis for this sott of efrort

'Tlw People\ Show', 23rd MaySth IuIy at tlrc
Castle Mu,seutn, Nottinghntt. This is m exhibition ot
the slight$ offbeu collectiow of local people. A
nu,mber of my own boomerangt will be on dbplay,
ryith a bricf write up. It will be futeresting to see il
this stimulaes ury ifterest.......

I hove contrcted Thomson Directories for an ertry
md am waittng to see { thir is to be local or
Naiotul - tley're being a little bit coy wer thi,J. It
reems tlut we can't get a 'free' entry in Yellow
Pages wiless we pay for a Bwiruss litu !

For aryote thinhing of weighting thcir boomcrangt,
tle obviotts material for weiglttt are coins. TIE
trunses of tlw srnaller coint re as follow: Ip -
3.!s,2f - 729,5p - 3.3g, IOp - 1129,2W - 5.0g &,
tI - 9.4g. Jwt for it{onnation in Jotu Mauros'
book, le reckotts that wer 20-7o of boom*ang tnass
slnuld not be ercee&d by esra weiglts, in order to
maintain sonw sort ol respectable fliglt chuacteris-
tic. (n.b. loz = 25.4il. Fd recommend agaiwt leod
on both erwirowncntal and hcalth grofudr - it's
npleasant stuff. If you do lwve any weighted
boomerangs incorporothg lead, fu eruture ttut tlu
tead ir well werpainted to minimize my direct
contact between you and it. Ow mernbership
wutbers could be severety fiected were we to gain
a reputiltion for Irek of ntubles &n to a si.rnple
wersight in this ditection.

Apologies to all ncmbers for tle tbnc it hos taken
nE to c:obble togetlwr this rcwsthingic. I an twt

,et fultl corn ersant wth tlu corrr,puter srd 'dont
intend to beconu so. Sorry to all nutnbers thd you
Iwye tpt had so nuch an an rcbtowhdgenunt tlut I
lw,e stSed your monsy iwo the building socrery. I
will try to rectfi this tun yet. On this point, the
ftum at tlv building society becanu very cordused o
tle &serce of co-signatories to thc accor.rrt. Wlen
I poiwed ou tlv prob&le lock of bterest nen if I
dA do a but* with your f10's lu didn\ have tlp
spirit to argue. We do now h,sve an rccount........

Hat anyorc had dverse reactiotu between cellub,ce
c0 sprsys md Ydt vsnish? I hsve M suw
glwtb bubbling and uazy pwing Sects and rc
have resoted to rcrylb sprars (from HaSords),
which teem to be le$ rerctive than otlur nudia
tlwugh not totalty inpnuru. {f aryotu bes hoe
dvicelhformatbn on dccormbtg, do pbase let ne
loutry so tltst we cut circutate this. Tlu Arwricaw
ue in great shape on this (see Jim Moyfrclds work
fromCobrdo or Clut Stutglcrs pain jobs - brill.).
Hoping tlut we won't luve to describe any work as
"rdical", fm coruinced tlw thcre se a lot ol
techniques we could be wing, nany of which may
be mterial sfcifc.

For tlnse of you wi,shing to corrtact overse(N clubs I
will lnppi$ prwide futails. Muty of these se well
establislred qtd rcme seem to lwve less permnvnce,
wlutever, it would be a luge lnb n me if utyotc
could trutslae BuJgobn, Swedish (tltough I can
get thir done),Italian, Gemun (agaia I cm get this
dorc a a pbnh) std Duch.

I would lilce to print of afull lbt of tlre nwnbership,
complete with addrewes and teleplnne nwrbers utd
circnJae it to the nwrberfiip If uryoru wou.ld
prefer to lnve all or sonu of tluir &tails leld back
from this list, please let tnc kpn,.

space reserved for:

DAVRO BOOMERANGS
2S london Rod Deal, KENT CT14 gTE.

TeL0304 375 328

Tlnse people sell afttu range of boornerangs ord
would have hd an advertisernent lvre if I hah't
misplaced it. Dont miss it rret time.
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r,,NhtNE[,,Nth AUDITOR]UM & MEMORIAL ARENA
vv"' TURNER & ROTARY PARK a'IKIWANIS STADIUM

THROWING TECHNIOUES
Lanr rnou ftE qtrds. TxRomtrc a{o GtrcHHG
ts EASTEF lHAr{ rOU rH}lX.

DONATIONS FROM ALL
SALES WILL GO TOWARD
TRAVEL EXPENSES FOR
COMPETITORS TO THE

K I N S MEN,*.* ^r T*EED'MUTB srREErs)

BOOKS AND LITERATURE
EleRyrnrrc \ou w tlED To xlov recrn BooneRANGs . . .
Ercx rssuEs oe Boolrnmr Jotnt,llrt.. MlNv HAppv Rgruns rxo
Farx Hrss Trrss.

DECORATIVE
BOOMERANGS
Fon roun lsi,rE, trFrcE oR oFT MAD€ oF EXoTtc & mlEsnc uooo (warruw, rps[$/mD,
FBOI{Y, MAru, MAIIOGANY, tTC)

BOOMERANGS FOR SALE
CoupLrre wTH TilFEfAirNG txsrRtcnoils uAo€ oF cuAUTy sorrD oAK srftp
IAMINAT€D To RcpnooucE rur fu Genlenos FAI{ous su,rpes. flrrtocnlFr youfi
owx BEruTruL Genrunos slrpe . L*rxlrrD a.$lxs laE lrso AvILABLE Fon
\OUB PIRSOIIAL CONIO{JIIED IOJCH.
Wlxur Elgolys rlrtsflEo & unxsrro AvAlreL€.

FREE PACKAGE Wuor ttt".uxs pttoTos or rHF B€r.uTrF.r- o x tAulNAlED
Bo'o.leneNcs ron sALE; Trc veRous uTERAruR€ or BourRercs; l*oRu,rnot or rxr'93 WGrD Cxruqommps; Rrcrm or tHe BoouenaHcs MAD€ FoR PRwce Ctemrs -

vALttrD Ar $12,000.00; Pnoros eno jxlAts oF
rxe Wcero Cup Bm*tnexc ro B€ nAFFLID -
v^tw $3.000.00.

IYRITE TO
BOOMERANG ASSOCIATION
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